COMPARATIVEPOLITICS
INTRODUCTION
Likeany otherform of evolutionary process, comparative government evolvedinto its
presentform over aperiod of time. Whenyou study the evolution of comparative
governments, you study how political systems and procedures vary across countries
and
across time periods. The actual evidence of undertaking such a study came to
prominence
in the 1950s, but its roots are even older. Aristotle can be called the * ancestral
father of
the study of comparative politics, since the methods that he used inassigning politics
among the sciences and problems and questionsthat he raised are still prevalentin
currentpolitical studies.
A comparative study of thediversity of livesamong people of different nationsis
sometimes surprising. Considerthedifferencesinthelives of the people staying in the
USand Somalia. Somaliais one of the poorest nationsin the world, whichislocatedin
the Horn of Africawithan area of around 6,37,657 squarekilometres andapopulation
of around 93,60,000 people. Its official languages are Somali and Arabic. Inhabited
since
the Paleolithictimes,itis a country of pyramidal structures,tombs andruinedcities
which hint at an ancient sophisticated civilization. The current circumstances,
however,
are farfromtherealms of sophistication. Most countries haveraisedthemselves from
the ashesandremerged afterWorld Warll. However, the case of Somaliahasnotbeen
thatgood. The communistrule andthe Somali Civil War, that followed, were causes of
destruction of the nation. Thesefactorsdisruptedthewhole systeminmanywaysand
plungedthe nationinto great adversity. The new coalition government tried to reform
the
country withthe help of the United Nations and otherdeveloped countries,yetthe
conditionis farfromnormal.
The United States of America, ontheotherhand, is one of the superpowers of
the world. With an area of 98,26,675 km and an estimated population of about
31,07,15,000,
this country has no official language at the federal level. English is the national
language.
Following the American revolutionary war,the country gained itsindependenceon 4



July1776. Theafter-effects of World Warl plunged the nationinto a state of great
depression. But the country sustained andemerged as a superpower after World War
Il.Itbecamethefirstcountryintheworldtopossessnuclearweapons. Overtheyears,
the nationandits citizens have progressed by leapsandbounds.

Hence, fora clearoutput, the study of comparative politics mustdepend upon
conscious comparisons in the study of political experience, institutions, behaviour
and

the processesofthe different systems of differentgovernments.

Need forthe study of comparativegovernments

Itis now generally feltthata pragmaticevaluation of thegovernmentand politics or
political system of one’ s own country is made possible by recognizing the
governmental

processes of other countries or their political systems. A comparative study of
governments

notonly streamlinesthe progress of objective andrationaljudgementabout political
systems, but at the same time disperses the dangerously ambiguous form of
ethnocentrism,

thatone’ sowncountryissuperiortoanyother.

The study of governmentsis a significant part of the study of politics. The structure
and behaviour of government makes an exciting and challenging area of concern for
the

students of political science. Modern governments are rising more and more as
essential

instrumentalities of versatile development, particularly in the developing nations of
Asia,

AfricaandLatin America. Theyalso actasactiveforcesin the formation of economic,
socialandenvironmental conditions.

Theworld’ spolitical systemsincludea vast variety of institutions, processes and
interactions and notwo governments, past or present, have been the same. Inother
words,governments have varied incomplexity. Instances can be multiplied atrandom
to

confirmtherather simplistic viewthatdifferent societiesrequire differentkinds of
governmenttorealizetheir particular needs.

Moderncourses inthefield of political science, thus,almost consistentlyinclude
surveys of the governmental and political systems. Examples of these are the
processes



of Great Britain, France, Germany Italy and the US. Russia,Scandinavia, Switzerland,
Latin America, Near Eastern, Middle-Eastern, Far-Easternand other Asian and African
countriesare also occasional additionstothis category. Thedecline of someformer
great powers and emergence of new nations have affectedtheprocesses of inclusion
and exclusion.

A comparative analysis of political structures and processes, both withinand across
political systems, is for that reason an essential requirement for the students of
political

science. If comparative government and politics are broad in range (as they have
actually

beento include all political systems and reach forces and motives below the surface
of

governmentalinstitutions) they canencompass nearly the whole of political science.
Hence, practically, comparative government is not only the most important
subsystem of

the disciplineof political science, butitisalso very nuclear.

The comparative study of governmentand politics has preoccupied alarge number
of finemethodical theorists and philosophers. It is wellknownthat Aristotle, in histime,
compared and contrasted various political systems and developed an explanatory
theory

regardingtheir generation. Inaway, Aristotle was certainly the first scholar of
comparative government and considered the study of comparative government as
the

oldest and most significant to attract the attention of mankind. Since then,
comparative

government hasbeenaflourishing subject.

Forcenturies after Aristotle, scholars have engaged themselvesinthecomparative
investigation of foreign cultures, with varying degrees of complexity. With the
increase

inthetensionand rivalry between democratic and undemocratic political systems, the
impact of the so-called * Third World" during the Cold War era, the growing
importance

of informal politics, the utility of synthesis of data and the nature and range of
comparison

underwent a transformation. The decreasing emphasis of the traditional approach
logically



concluded inthe so-called* behavioural revolution’ . Inthe 1950s and 1960s, the
study of

comparative government was drastically transformed despite consequent reactions
against

the behavioural tidal wave. It had scaled new heights of precision, firmness and
theoretical

order. Ilthad also acquired an altogether new style of analysis, whichwas notknowntill
then. Improvementinconcepts and methods,impulses coming frominterdisciplinary
emphasison area studies andthe growing significance of the politics of developing
areas, allcombinedto bring aboutanunadulterated’ revolution’ inthe studyofthis
subject.



