
COMPARATIVEPOLITICS

INTRODUCTION

Likeany otherform of evolutionaryprocess, comparative government evolvedinto its
presentform over a period of time.Whenyoustudythe evolutionof comparative
governments, you study how political systems and procedures vary across countries
and
across time periods. The actual evidence of undertaking such a study came to
prominence
in the 1950s, but its roots are even older. Aristotle can be called the ‘ ancestral
father’ of
the studyof comparative politics, since the methodsthat he used inassigning politics
among the sciencesand problemsand questionsthathe raised are still prevalentin
currentpoliticalstudies.
A comparative studyof thediversityof livesamong people of different nationsis
sometimessurprising. Considerthedifferencesin the livesof the people staying in the
USand Somalia. Somalia isoneof the poorest nationsin the world, whichislocated in
the Hornof Africa withan area of around 6,37,657 squarekilometres anda population
of around 93,60,000 people. Its official languages are Somali and Arabic. Inhabited
since
the Paleolithictimes,it isa country of pyramidalstructures, tombs andruinedcities
which hint at an ancient sophisticated civilization. The current circumstances,
however,
are farfrom the realmsof sophistication. Most countrieshaveraisedthemselvesfrom
the ashesandremergedafterWorld WarII. However, the case of Somalia hasnotbeen
that good. The communistrule andtheSomaliCivilWar, that followed,were causesof
destruction of the nation. Thesefactorsdisruptedthewholesysteminmanywaysand
plunged the nation into great adversity. The new coalition government tried to reform
the
countrywiththe helpof the UnitedNationsand otherdeveloped countries,yetthe
conditionis far fromnormal.
The UnitedStates of America, ontheotherhand, isoneof the superpowers of
the world. With an area of 98,26,675 km and an estimated population of about
31,07,15,000,
this country has no official language at the federal level. English is the national
language.
Following the American revolutionarywar, the countrygained itsindependenceon4



July1776. Theafter-effectsof World WarI plunged the nationintoa state ofgreat
depression. But the countrysustained andemerged asa superpower afterWorld War
II.It becamethefirstcountry intheworldtopossessnuclearweapons. Overthe years,
the nationand itscitizenshaveprogressed byleapsandbounds.
Hence, fora clearoutput, the studyof comparative politicsmustdepend upon
conscious comparisons in the study of political experience, institutions, behaviour
and
the processesof the differentsystemsof differentgovernments.
Need for the studyof comparativegovernments
It is now generallyfeltthata pragmaticevaluationof thegovernmentand politicsor
political system of one’ s own country is made possible by recognizing the
governmental
processes of other countries or their political systems. A comparative study of
governments
notonlystreamlinesthe progressof objective andrational judgementabout political
systems, but at the same time disperses the dangerously ambiguous form of
ethnocentrism,
that one’ sowncountry issuperiorto anyother.
The studyof governmentsisa significant partof the studyof politics. The structure
and behaviour of government makes an exciting and challenging area of concern for
the
students of political science. Modern governments are rising more and more as
essential
instrumentalities of versatile development, particularly in the developing nations of
Asia,
Africa andLatinAmerica. Theyalso actasactiveforcesin the formationof economic,
social andenvironmentalconditions.
The world’ spoliticalsystemsincludea vast variety of institutions, processesand
interactionsand no two governments, past or present, have been the same.Inother
words,governmentshave varied incomplexity. Instancescanbe multiplied atrandom
to
confirmthe rather simplistic viewthatdifferentsocietiesrequire differentkindsof
government to realizetheir particular needs.
Moderncourses inthe fieldof politicalscience, thus,almostconsistently include
surveys of the governmental and political systems. Examples of these are the
processes



of Great Britain, France, GermanyItalyand theUS. Russia,Scandinavia, Switzerland,
LatinAmerica, Near Eastern, Middle-Eastern,Far-EasternandotherAsianand African
countriesare also occasional additionstothiscategory. Thedecline of someformer
great powersand emergence ofnewnationshave affectedtheprocessesof inclusion
and exclusion.
A comparative analysis of politicalstructuresandprocesses, bothwithinand across
political systems, is for that reason an essential requirement for the students of
political
science. If comparative government and politics are broad in range (as they have
actually
been to include all political systems and reach forces and motives below the surface
of
governmental institutions) theycanencompassnearlythe whole of politicalscience.
Hence, practically, comparative government is not only the most important
subsystem of
the disciplineof politicalscience, butit isalso verynuclear.
The comparative studyof governmentand politicshaspreoccupied a large number
of finemethodical theoristsand philosophers. It iswellknownthatAristotle, in histime,
compared and contrasted various political systems and developed an explanatory
theory
regardingtheir generation. Ina way, Aristotlewascertainlythe first scholar of
comparative government and considered the study of comparative government as
the
oldest and most significant to attract the attention of mankind. Since then,
comparative
government hasbeena flourishingsubject.
Forcenturiesafter Aristotle, scholarshave engaged themselvesinthecomparative
investigation of foreign cultures, with varying degrees of complexity. With the
increase
inthetensionand rivalrybetween democratic andundemocratic political systems, the
impact of the so-called ‘ Third World’ during the Cold War era, the growing
importance
of informal politics, the utility of synthesis of data and the nature and range of
comparison
underwent a transformation. The decreasing emphasis of the traditional approach
logically



concluded in the so-called ‘ behavioural revolution’ . In the 1950s and 1960s, the
studyof
comparative government was drastically transformed despite consequent reactions
against
the behavioural tidal wave. It had scaled new heights of precision, firmness and
theoretical
order. Ithad also acquired analtogether new style of analysis, whichwasnotknowntill
then. Improvement inconceptsand methods, impulsescoming from interdisciplinary
emphasison area studiesandthegrowing significance of thepoliticsof developing
areas, allcombined to bring aboutan unadulterated‘ revolution’ inthe studyof this
subject.


